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CONCERNING | 1H 1 


By the Right Reverend 5 4 


Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, at the Bible and Key in! 
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T O THE 


READER. 


FH E following Diſcourſe (in a plain and 

eaſy Style, ſuited to the meane/t Capacity) 
was compoſed chiefly for the poorer Inhabitants 
of the Dioceſe of Bath and Wells; among /# 
whom the good Biſhop had deſig ned to diſiri- 
bute great Numbers of them, had God ſpared 
him a few Weeks longer. The Copy was ſent % 
to the Preſs a very ſhort Time before the late 
dreadful Tempeſt, whzch 1 a Period to tbe 
Author's Life. 


May the good Firn Hen: herein contained 
be effectual to excite in thee ſincere Repentance 
fer all thy Sins paſt ; and mayeſl thou fland | 
always ready to quit this earthly Tabernacle, X 
when, or in what Manner ſoever, Death ſpall a 
gebe thee the final Summons. 


« 0 


So prays thy run! in Chrif Jens, 


eee 2540 ae. 


BOL 


p 1 DISCOURSE 
{1s of INFIRMITY, &c. 


Intend to diſcourſe of Sins of Weakneſs, or 
Infirmity, called in Scripture, Errors, and 
A. /ecret Faults, and of ww or preſumptuous Sins; 
as alſo of Reſtitution. 


ed | J 

ce 

1d | 

„5 r 

0 And rz, of Sins of Weakneſs ; and that in the 
_ Method. 


p | 
1 ſhall conſider the Nature of Sins of 
Y Weakneſs, or Infirmity, called, Errors and 
4 fecret Faults, very often eſcaping even our 
R Þ own Obſervation. 


8 5 A 2 II. The 


4 Of Sins of Infirmily. 


II. The Effect of theſe Sins upon us, 
the Favour of God, 


IT. The Obligation that lies upon us, — | 
the Score of theſe Sins. ; 


I. I ſhall give an Account of the Nature of Sin i 
Infirmity. 3 A 

A Miſtake here 1s of infinite Danger to the Soul 
AS of Men; becauſe theſe Sins are conſiſtent with the 3 
Favour of God and the State of Grace, which ha. 4 
bitual, wilful, and preſumptuous Sins are not; of 
which I purpoſe to diſcourſe afterward. And i 3 
| we repute theſe our wilful Sins but Infirmities, wr 
fhall think ourſelves the Children of God, when 1 
we are not, and flatter ourſelves to our eterna 
| Ruin. On the other hand, if we ſhall repute ou. : 
| Sins of Weakneſs to be wilful Sins (as ſome root 
Chriſtians have been prone to do) we ſhall fall into 
great Perplexities, and loſe the Comfort and Peace 


| 

| of our Mind. So that this Matter is of great Mo, 8 | 

ment, and ought to be ſtated with great Care, 1 

| And, for my better Proceeding | in this weighty] a 8 

| Argument, I mall Dos 5 I 1 
3 Negatively, W B not to be reputed a 810 by 

| of Weakneſs or Infirmity. 3 Ws 

| I 
1/7, He that ſins with Reluctance and great 2 g* 


gret, mult not therefore call his Sin a Sin of I. 1 
mity, For it is not to be ſuppoſed, but the wilful? 

and deliberate Sinner hath ſomething of this. And hit 
as the Caſe may be, this is rather an AggravationWh; 
than an Excuſe for the Sin, And generally ſpeak a 


© ing 


1 


4 Of Sins of Infirmity. 5 
Ing, the vileſt (eſpecially at firſt) have ſomething 
pf this. He that fins without Remorſe, is one 
pf the moſt hardened and hopeleſs, It is an Ar- 


to 


i o Fument of a ſad State, when a Man can do ſhame- 
ſul things, and not be aſhamed. And he that fins 


Foainſt theſe ReluQancies, is in a very ſad Condi- 


»* 23 
x 
. * 


„ ion. This is not a Spot of God's Children, but 
in? . Mark of the Vaſſal of the Devil's Kingdom, 
and a Subject of the Kingdom of Darkneſs. 


dus 
the, 


* 
"_— 


2aly, He that cuſtomarily ſins after Reſolutions 

ef Amendment, muſt not call that a Sin of Infir- 
haf ity, not though we ſhould ſuppoſe his Reſolution 
, Þ be ſincere and hearty. For Reſolution is but 


; 

It: 28 . * . 
at relative Duty, and only in order to the doing 
nen hat we reſolve to do. Therefore the Perform- 
F * - . . x 

eh Ince is neceſſary; and if that does not follow, this 
erna 24 R f. . . | . ilf 1 

Lare Re olution will not excuſe him from a wiltu 
8 14 in. There are certain Reſolutions and Inclina- 
1 . 1 
: ol ons which ſerve to no Purpoſe, unleſs it be to 


ondemn us. Among Men, ſuch Promiſes and 


each Furpoſes pay no Debts, and quit no Scores. For 
Mo $a Man is not to be reputed a carnal Man, be- 
* Kauſe he hath about him ſome carnal Deſires and 

Inclinations, which he reſiſts, and ſuffers not to 
Shi ome into Act; ſo a Man is not to be accounted 


ſpiritual Man, becauſe he hath ſome ineffectual 
Furpoſes and Reſolutions. It is he that des Righ- 
L Sin ouſneſs (not he that barely reſolves upon it) that 
righteous as God is righteous. Good Wiſhes do 
„. ot ſpeak a good Man; if they did, we ſhould be 
rl cuſed very eaſily from our univerſal Obedience. 
viltug 34%, Nor is it to be allowed to be a Sin of Infir- 


68 Is. . = 
BY Fity, which is owing to another Sin or evil Cauſe, 
ON hich we might have avoided, For at this rate, 
dee greateſt Sins may be placed under this Head. 


- — IIS ae re, AI 905 — 


© Of Sins of Infirmty. 


He that murders a Man in his drunken Fit, muf © 


not call that Murder an Infirmity ; becauſe his 
Drunkenneſs was a Fault that he ought to dave 
avoided, and one Fault is not a ſufficient Excuſe 
for another. 
ſwears in his Anger, and blaſphemes in his "6 
and outrageous Paſhon. We commonly ſay, and 
very truly, That the Cauſe of the Cauſe, is the | 
Cauſe of the Effect, or Thing cauſed We are an- 
ſwerable for the Effects, when we are the Authors 
of the Cauſe of them. The Greatneſs of the 


Temptation will not excuſe our Compliance. That x 


is an Argument that the Temptation weighed 
more with us, than the Laws of God and the Love 


F 
of Righteouſneſs ; which is ſo far from being our h 
F 1 ar 


Excuſe, that it is our Fault. 


4thly, Thoſe muſt not be called Sins of Bf. 1 


mity, which our corrupt Nature may be ſaid to in- 
cline us to; for then we may repute all our abi 
Debaucheries and crying Sins as I»firmities. The 
State of Nature is indeed a State of Infirmity, and 


our preateſt Crimes proceed from our Intrmity, J 4 
that is natural or moral, but then this makes not 
our Excuſe, but would _ deſtroy all the [ 


Difference between Sins of We neſs and wig 


Sins. 


I proceed to ſhew poſitively and affirmatively | 


what Sins are to be reputed Sins of Infirmity, 


Now Errors or Sins of Infirmity, are ſuch Sin“ 


as, generally ſpeaking, are unavoidable, I ſay, : 


generally ſpeaking, For perhaps as to ſome of 
the Particulars under this H 

For ſometimes it is poſſible for us to avoid the 
Inſtance, and the particular Slip or Fault, When 


The ſame may be ſaid of him that | 


ead, they are not ſo, 


yes 
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1 Of Sins of Infirmity. 7 
ul. et, in the main, all things conſidered, we can- 
his dot be free from them altogether. Under this Head 
we L reckon, | vo 
aſe . . 
hat 1+ Sins of Ignorance, whether of the Law, or 
ury © ff the Tranſgreſſion, where this Ignorance is not 
ind affected and criminal; for where that is the Caſe, 
+; there our Ignorance will not excuſe us, becauſe 
an. it is our Fault, and one Fault will not excuſe 
ors another. lt is a very poſſible Thing, that a very 
the innocent Man may, in ſome Caſes, be ignorant 
hat of the Law, and conſequently of the Tran/gre/- 
hed on: but then this Ignorance muſt be involuntary, 
ove and unchoien, and unaffected. There are ſome 
our Men that know not, nor will they underſtand ; 

that ſhut their Eyes, and refuſe the Light: theſe 

are they that are willingly ignorant. There muſt 
ger. be an honeſt Heart, and no culpable Negligence, 
in- defore Ignorance can be pleaded in our Excuſe. 


N 
— 
2 
An 
a 


thy Such an one who is honeſt and induſtrious, may 
The miſtake or forget the Law: ſuch an one St Paul 


calls weak in the Faith. And there were many 
ity, & uch at the firſt planting of the Chriſtian Faith, 
who did not underſtand their Chriftian Liberty, 
and diſcharge from the Ordinances of Mo/es. The 
Apoſtles, 5 had received a Command to teach 
all Nations, were ſome time before they could 
de prevailed with to admit the Gentiles into the 
yely Church of Chriſt. The Drunkard, and profane 
and profligate Sinner, cannot pretend to this Ex- 
ceuſe; his Sins cry ood, and there is ſomething 
Sins within him that bears Witneſs againſt theſe foul. 
ſay, Offences. | 


. ſo, vet ſtill it is very certain, that a very good 
the Man may be innocently ignorant of ſome part of 
hen his Duty, and that may happen from ſundry Cauſes 
yet, A 4 and 


— — 


nity of having the Principles of Chriſtianity ad 8 


nor what Proportion of our Income. This is 


_ Givers are placed. Again, we are commanded 


perhaps exceed or fall ſhort, indulge himſelf too 


8 Of Sins of Infirmity, F 
and Occaſions. There are ſome Men who are 
truly good, that have a very mean Underſtand- 3 
ing, which may be allowed to be an Infelicity, I 
but not their Fault. Others have Capacity, but h 
not the Means of Inſtruction, nor any Opportu- © l Ib 


in a them. But beſides all this, n 

1//, Something is to be allowed for Prejudice 
and Prepoſſeſſion: and no doubt, God will allo 
much where the Prejudice is not faulty. It is 
of great Conlequence what we imbibe in our 
Youth. Theſe Principles clap a great Biaſs upon 
us, and the Way is too often blocked up againſt 
the Reception of the Truth; in ſuch a Cate as this, 
we are very uncharitable, if we ſhould throw all 
ſuch Men among the wilful and preſumptuous Þ 
Sinners. | 1 


24h, The 1 itſelf does not many times de- 
termine the ineaſures and degrees of Virtue and 
Duty : we are commanded to give Ams of ſuch 
things as we have, and here we all ſtand oblig- 
ed: but it does not tell how much we muſt give, 


not determined by the Law, nor can it well be, 
under that Variety of Circumſtances in which the 


F d . e e 


to be temperate in eating and drinking; but our 
Meaſures are not ſet down, nor can they be fix- 
ed, becauſe of that Variety of Mens Needs and 
Circumſtances; and therefore a good Man may 


8 £C4 Co ld Ah 


much, or too little. If it be ſaid, that Virtue MF | 
conſiſts in the micdle, yet every good Man may 
not be able preciſely to determine that matter. 
We are commanded to Pray, but we are not om 4 

OW 


Of Sins of Infirmity. 9 


now often in a Day, and what Proportion of 
ic Time we are to ſpend at once. For where it is 
ſaid, that abe muſt pray always and without ceaſing, 
"Ewe very well know, that thoſe Expreſſions cannot 
ut be underſtood in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Letter, 
j becauſe we are by other Laws obliged to ſome 
other things, and it is impoffible to. practiſe it in 
the moſt rigorous and extended Senſe. 


3h, Some Laws have their Exceptions either 
neceſſarily implied, or expreſſed, and Men are to 
govern themſelves accordingly. We are command- 
ed to give to every Man that asteth. But here 
on it muſt be ſuppoſed, that he who is asked have 
nfl 2 ſomewhat to give, and that he do not want it 
15, more than he that asketh ; and after all, if he 
cannot give to all, yet many times it is greater 
% Charity to give to him that asketh not. We are 
2 obliged 70 obey our Governors and Parents ; but yet 
we muſt not do it where they command what 
le. God hath forbid, or forbid what God hath com- 
nd 'Z manded. This was frequently the Caſe under the 
ch Law of Moeſes; that required, that a Man fhould 
Sg = marry his Brother's Widew, and raiſe up Seed unto 
, bis Brother. And after all, ſome Men could not 
15 do this. e. gr. We will ſuppoſe the deceaſed Per- 
be, ſon Brother to the High Prieſt, it could not be 
ne lawful for him to marry his Brother's Widow, 
ed IF becauſe by the Law he was forbid to marry any 
bur Widow, as the Jews well obſerve, [ 7Jevamoth, 
cap. 2, 3.] And therefore he mult be an excepted 
nde Perſon. Again, we will ſuppoſe two Brothers to 
* marry two Siſters, one Brother dies and leaves a 
Widow, yet may not the ſurviving Brother marry 
ue that Widow, becauſe it is ately forbidden by 
ay another Law to take to Wife his Wife's Sifter. 
r. A great many other Caſes, doubtleſs, might be 
3 | 7 | A 8. : given 


10 Of Sins of Infirmity. 


_ aſtray from it. 


Rule does not particularly dire& us. God's Laws 


run many times in general Terms, without de- 


ſcending to Definitions and Specialities. Thus 
the Laws about Temperance, and againſt Covet- 
ouſneſs, do not deſcend to ſtrict Definitions, and 
all the Specialities contained under them. And ſo 


as to Matters of Recreations and Divertiſements, a a 
good Man may miſtake, not being able to apply 
general Laws to the particular Occaſions and Emer- 
encies of Life; and may without Loſs of God's 
avour, take a greater Liberty than a wiſer Man 


would have taken, 


5thly, Again, a good Man may innocently run 
into ſome ſort of Extreme. For ſometimes ſo it is, 
that the Sin lies in the Degree; and where the 
Thing is awful, the Exceſs is faulty and culpable. 
And the juſt and ſtrict Limits of Virtue and Vice 


are ſometimes not very diſcernable. It is not ea 


to ſet out the Boundaries between Truth and Falſ- 7 


hood, which often dwell upon the Skirts of eaeh 
other And this is often the Caſe between Virtue 
and Vice. In many Caſes we are prone to run 
into ſome Exceſs, v. gr. to exceed in Mirth, even 
then when it is not only lawful, but expedient to 
rejoice; or in our Grief, when it is lawful and ſea- 


ſonable to mourn. We may in ſome Caſes be too 


moroſe. and too ſcrupulous; or, on the other hand, 
be too gay and complaiſant. And, as the Caſe 


may be, we may be either too zealous or elſe too 


remiſs. Upon theſe Accounts the juſteſt Man 
upon Earth may err, and this through an Igno- 
rance that is not culpable. 2. 
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iven, in which a very good Man might miſtake 


eee 


is Rule very innocently, and as innocently go 3 
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 4thly, There are ſome Things in which our. 
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Of Sins of Infirmily. 11 
e 2. Sins of Surreption or Surprize, when we 
oO have not time to conſider, and deliberate, aud 

1 weigh the thing that is propounded to us. The 
upper Soul or Underſtanding of a Man does not 
Ir move the Will or lower Faculties, as a Clock or 
'S Watch is moved, where one Wheel that is ſet 
on moving moves all the reſt, For the lower 
1s Powers of the Soul may move, when the upper 
t- do not inform and direct. A ſudden Fear or 
d = Fright may prevail in a Moment, and ſet the 
lower Powers on work, before the Underſtanding 
a _ hath time to give Advice and Information. In 


-, + 
© 
. 


y this Caſe, a Man is rather hurried, than led or 
r- ſeduced; and the Action is in Truth involuntary : 
's for where he hath not time to think, it cannot be 
n called the Action of the Man: What he does in 


this Caſe, is not his Fault, nor will be no more 
7 Unputed to him, than the Actions of Madmen 
m or of Idiots will be charged upon them. 


de 3. Miſtakes and Errors which we are guilty of 
e. through Forgetfulneſs and Inadvertency, and want 
ce of a moſt ſtrict and continual Watch and Guard 
upon ourſelves : Theſe are not wilful and delibe- 
l{- rate; and though they are Sins, yet when they 
zh are againſt the habitual Inclination and Choice of 
ue the Man, they are not preſumptuous Sins. Tt 
is not to be ſuppoſed, but that in this State of 
en Weakneſs in which we now are, that we ſhould 
to be always intent and awake. The Wiſe Virgins, 
a- that yet had Oil in their Lamps, whilſt the Bride- 
00 rom tarried, ſumbered and ſept. And where the 
3 Oprrit is avilling, yet the Fleſh is weak, 


00 4 If, after all, any Man ſhould call for a Cata- 
an logue of thoſe Sins which are to be reputed Sins of 
0- Weakneſs, he would be very unreaſonable. Such 
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treating upon. 


Conſent, it is a wilful Sin. 


Of Sins of Infirmity. 
a Catalogue cannot be given in. The Reaſon i; 
plain : Becauſe thoſe very Sins which in ſome Men, 
and in ſome Caſes, are but Sins of Infirmity, in 
other Men, and in other Circumſtances, may be 
truly called wilful Sins. 


or rejects, the Sin and the Sinner will be efteemed 


in the Sight of God, who alone knows our Hearts. 


But as the Papiſts require us to give in a Ca- 
talogue of Fundamentals, ſo perhaps ſome may 


urge us ſtill to give in a Catalogue of theſe Sins, \ 


though it be unreaſonable, on one fide and on the 


other, to make ſuch a Demand; yet I think it 


will be no hard Matter to give ſome Exemplifica- 
tions of the Sins. of Infirmity, which I am now 


E. gr. Such are evil Thoughts, ſpringing in- 


deed from an evil Temper and bad Inclination, 


but not conſented bo,” + l 


Wandring or Drowſineſs in Prayer, and other 
parts of Divine Worſhip, when we ſtrive againſt 
it; for when it ſeizes our Will, and gains our 


An Infirmity indulged 
and allowed, will grow up to the Stature of a wil- 3 
ful Sin. And Sins of Infirmity and Wilfulneſs are 
ſuch, many times, with reſpec to the Sinner. It 
is a certain Truth, that he that committeth the 
greateſt Sin, is not always the greateſt Sinner. 
And one Man may be a wilful Sinner, in that very ? 
Inſtance in which another is guilty only of an In- 
firmity. For Mens Sin and Guilt ſwell or grow 
leſs, according to the Circumſtances which do at- 
tend them. That may be wilful in one Man, 
which in another is but Surreption and Surprize. 
It is the Will God looks at; and as it conſents ©: 
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Of Sins of Infirmity. 13 


Evil Emotions and Propenſions, that are forth- 
with retracted and ſtifled. Theſe may be allowed 


to be Sins, but they are but Sins of Infirmity and 
Weakneſs. For as no Man is to be accounted an 


boly and ſpiritual Man, becauſe he hath, now and 


then, good Wiſhes and ſpiritual Deſires, if he 
proceed no farther ; ſo he is not to be reputed a 


carnal Man, or out of the Favour of God and the 


I 


3 State of Salvation, if he have ſome evil Motions 


ſpringing up in his Mind, if he ſtifle and ſup- 


pareſs them. I next proceed to conſider, 


I. The Ried of theſs Sins; as to the Favour of 


God and the State of Grace. That is, to enquire 


ne, 
E 2 0 


6 5 


3 


wihether theſe Sins do put us out of God's Favour 
and the State of Grace: or whether if a Man die, 
that is not quite freed from. theſe Sins, he may be 
ſaved. 5 5 | 4 


Now that theſs Sis are confiſtent with the Fa- 


vour of God and the State of Grace, will. appear 
from the following Particulars. 


, From their Unavoidableneſs : for ſo, in 


the main, they are. It is not poſſible for a Man 


to be always upon the Stretch, the wiſeſt and beſt | 
of Men may be miſtaken or ſurprized in this World 
of Hurry, and conſequently be guilty of Slips and 


Infirmities. But it is, by no means to be be- 
heved, that we ſhall loſe God's Favour for. thoſe 
things which it was impoſſible for us to help: we 
may as well ſuppoſe we ſhall loſe God's Favour 
barely becauſe we are Men, as for thoſe Infirmi- 
ties, which are the inſeparable Attendants upon 
human Nature, 
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14 Of Sins of Infirmily. 


24h), They are alſo involuntary, and do not 


import Malice or full Conſent, and will therefore 
not condemn us. They are not choſen, not ſo 
much as in their Cauſes, as I have explained this 
Matter before, and therefore cannot denominate 
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a Man an ill Man. It is here as in ſome other 


Caſes; a Man of good Skill and Strength, in * 


Wreſtling with one of leſs, may yet fall, becauſe 


the Ground is ſlippery, or through ſome other I 
Accident; and ſo may the beſt Horſeman, upon 


a fiery and ſtarting Horſe. If he ſlip or fall, it 


is not his Fault, but his Misfortune only; it is 
not his Choice in the leaſt. Here is nothing im- 
putable to the Man, becauſe there is no Choice in ? 


the Caſe. 


Zah, The Holieſt Men in all Ages, and the 
moſt celebrated in all Ages of the Church, have 
been overtaken with them, and yet have not been 

ſuppoſed to have been deprived of God's Favour, © 
and blotted out of the Book of Life. Maſes him- 

Self, the meekeſt and one of the beſt Men upon 
Earth, yet once ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips. 
Noah, a perfect Man and a great Preacher f 
Righteouſneſs, was once ſurprized and overcome 
by the Blood of the Grape. Job was a Man per- 
fe& and upright, that feared God, and eſcheawed 
Evil, and he thought he had Cauſe to ſay, 1 46. 
Hor myſelf, and repent in Duſt and Abbes, Job xlii. 
6. David was a Man very remarkable for his 
great Faith and Hope in God, and yet he ſays, 
I have ſaid in my haſte, I am cut off from before 
thine Eyes, Plal. xxxi. 28. Again, Zacharias was 


righteous before God, walking in all the Command- 
ments of the Lord blameleſs, Luke i. 2, 18, 20. and 
yet he betrayed ſome Infirmity in his Faith, and 


Was 


NE 
Ks Q 8 L 


a yt Aa ' wnlle 


E * 
HR 
at 


4; 
i 
555 
* 
1 
TX 
652 


2 85 
282 
2 

— 


. Of Sins of Infirmity. 15 
4 as ſtruck dumb upon it. The Holieſt Men have 
ot heir Weakneſſes and Imperfections. 8 


Te 8 


46h, The Scriptures aſſures us that the beſt 
pf Men are not free from theſe Infirmities. There 
ite | Js not a juſt Man upon Earth, that doth Good and 
er Wrneth not. Again, Who can ſay that I have 
in Wade my Heart clean, and am pure from my Sin? 
iſe Eccl. vii. 20. Prov. xx. 9. Even under the Law, 
ler Cleanſing and Atonement were allowed for Sins 
on df Ignorance; and we are not freed from them 
it under the Goſpel. 


m- It is true indeed, He that is bern of God doth 
in Wot commit Sin, 1 John iii. . s ro7, he does not 
practiſe nor live in wilful Sins; that is certainly 
the meaning of that Place: and this Senſe is re- 
he Foncileable with what is ſaid of Sins of Weakneſs, 
ve ep. i.8. no Man being quite free from them, 


en 1 


St James ſuppoſeth, that a Brother may err from 
m- be Truth; and St. Paul, that he may be overtaken 
on Jwith a Fault, James v. 19. Gal. vi. 1. but do not 
ps. give him for loft upon this Account: nay, their 
of Words rather imply the contrary. We are taught 
me in our daily Prayer to ask Forgiveneſs of our Sins, 
er- which ſure we need not do, if we were free from. 

ved Errors. 
Iii. 52b/y, This will be out of Diſpate, if we con- 


wy, 


his 4 fider the Nature of God, as he is repreſented to 
ys, ns in the holy Scriptures, He is repreſented as 
ore good and merciful, as having the Compaſſions of 
zas 2 Father, and the Bowels of a Mother, and as 


:d4- one who deſires not the Death, but Converfion 
nd of a Sinner. And in the New Teſtament he is 
nd called Love, his Kindnels is repreſented as greater 
vas than 


with a Fault. 


Mankind, or Traings of great Joy which ſhall le 2 


could there be in all this, if after all, there were 


we are ſure there is great Hope for the Sincere, 
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than that of earthly Parents: and yet an earthly 4 
Parent is not wont to abdicate or diſinherit a 


Child that ſtudies to pleaſe him, though he ſhould I | 
ſometimes miſtake his Commands, or be overtaken 'Y 


I add, that if the Scriptures were filent, our Ex- | 8 
perience would not. We have all largely taſted 
of the Richneſs of his Goodneſs and Forbearance, . 


and can ſay, that 27 is of his Mercy that aue are not I 


conſumed, 3 


6:hly, If we conſider the Temper of the Goſ- 
pel, and Nature of the new Covenant of Grace, 
we ſhall be farther confirmed in this Truth. I 
cannot poſſibly ſee how it could be called a new Xx 
Covenant, or Covenant of Grace at all, if it did i 
not make Allowance for Sins that are unavoidable |'F 
and involuntary. Chriſt is called the Defire of Þ 
Nations, that is, the moſt deſirable Blefling that 
could happen to them; and ſo indeed he was. 
His Birth is proclaimed with Glory to God, and 
with good Will towards Men, as good Tidings to 


10 all People, Luke ii. 10. But alas! what Joy 


no Hope left for us under our unavoidable Slips 
and Failures? Who could hope or rejoice, if there 
were no Remedy in this Caſe, if nothing ſhort of 
a ſinleſs Obedience could ſecure our Souls? We 
ſhould then have remained ill in a State of Bon- 
dage and Death, Chriſt wayjd have died in vain : „, 
had died in vain, had he not procured Pardon for 

unavoidable Sins, and our Preaching, and your 


Faith and Hope, would have been in vain. But 2 


though 


Of Sins of Infirmuty, 17 


4 9 5 they have their Failures, and that Since- 
Wy is the Ferſection of a Chriſtian. 


III. ! proceed now to the Obligation which ew 
"Hon us on the Score of theſe Sins. You may take 
4 : our Obligation i in the following Particulars, 


1. You are obliged to a Sorrow even for theſe 
"Sins. This will be a good Evidence that they are 
q ot wilful. For though they are upon the main 
1 e mns yet it is fit we ſhould be ſorry for 
em. Becauſe they urge the Defect of Holineſs : 
ind though, generally ſpeaking, we cannot avoid 
x em altogether, yet if we come to particular 
Inſtances, there are ſome that a more exact Care 
1 14 Watchfulneſs might have prevented. Who 
S there among us that does his utmoſt, and if he 
does not, (and it is in his Power to do that) he is 
Wonoxious to the Juſtice of God, and conſequently 
Pe to are for his Neglect. 


I do not mean here by Repentance, a parti- 
| q ular one, ſuch as preſumptuous Sins require; 
: ; or do I mean by it a perfect maſtering of all theſe 
Pins for the future, which in all other Caſes 
__ ee But this Caſe will not admit of ſuch a 

Repentance; for theſe Sins are often unknown, 
and therefore called /ecret Faults ; and beſides, ge- 
55 lb ſpeaking, they are unavoidable alſo. 


All that can be meant by Repentance is this, 
ei. an hearty Sorrow for what we know, with a 
f Freat Care to avoid them, and a general Confeſ- 
ion and Sorrow for what we do not underſtand, 

Ihe Pſalmiſt, who, in another Caſe, ſhews a very 
particular Repentance, P/al. li. in this Caſe prays, 
"Kearſe thou me from my ſecret Faults, 

Though 
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when we AHrain at a Gnat, and fallow a Camel. 2 


gation, Theſe were but Types and Shadows of 3 


vi. 36. And all Acts of Mercy, ſuch as Giving 


18 Of Sins of Infirmiy, 
Though in all other Caſes there be infinite 4 


Danger in a general Repentance, and we are nevet 8 
ſafe when we repent not particularly, yet is no! "WV 
that the Caſe before us now. _ 


+5, 1-0 


2. Theſe Sins oblige us to a very great Care 
that we do not wilfully offend ; by doing of that 
we ſhall ſhew that theſe Sins were involuntary, 
We are but Hypocrites, and out of God's Favour, Þ 
when we bewail our Infirmities, and indulge our- 
ſelves in wilful Sins. We mock God in this Caſe * 


'This was the Jewiſh Hypocriſy, who were afraid 1 
of a legal Defilement, and allowed themſelves in 
groſs lmmoralities. I 


3. We are obliged to confeſs them, as far as 4 
they come to our Knowledge, and to beg for 


God's Pardon, in the Mediation, and for the ſake * 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 1 John i. 9. chap. ii. 1, 2, 9. 
Under the Law of Moſes, he that had committed | 
a Sin of Ignorance, had a Sacrifice appointed; 
and there were ſome continual ones, as the daily * 
Offerings for the Errors of the whole Congre- 


the Death of Chriſt, by whoſe Blood we are 
cleanſed and purged. | | 
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4. In order to the ſecuring ourſelves a Pardon 4 
for theſe Failures, we muſt forgive one another. 
This is God's Appointment, Mat. vi. 14. Lute: 


and Forgiving, have a Tendency this way. We 
muſt ſhew Mercy as we would receive it: our In- 
tereſt and our Duty obliges us to it. 
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Of wilful Sins. 
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ed; 4 Next proceed to conſider thoſe which are 
ri wwilful or preſumptuous Sins, Here I ſhall 


re. conſider, 


tuous Sins. 


lon 3 II. The Effect of them, as to the State of 
er. Grace, and Favour of God. 


ve the Score of theſe Sins. 
In- 
1. I enquire into the Nature of theſe wilful or 
A [7 preſumptuous Sins. | 


1 


are } 1. The Nature of theſe wilful or preſump- 


ng 4 III. The Obligation which lies upon us on 
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20 Of wilful. Sins, 


I ſhall need ſay the leſs, becauſe I have arg 

diſcourſed of the Nature of Sin, of Weakneſs, to 
which theſe Sins are oppoſed, and called preſump- 
zuous, and ſaid to be committed with an rad 
hand, and a Contempt of the Law. Deut. xvii, I 
12 13. 0 xv. 30. Heb. x. 28. Theſe are 
Sins of a higher Strain, and import a far greater 

Guilt, and a Hazard of a future State. F 


Two Things are > required to make a Sin wilful'] 
or preſumptuous. 


1. That it be a Sin againſt Knowledge. 1 
him that knows to do good, and doth it not, to hin 1 
it is Sin, James iv. 17. Our Saviour tells the 
Phariſees, If ye were blind, ye ſhould have no Sin- 
but now you ſay, We ſee ; therefore your Sin re. 
maineth, John ix. 41. This is the great yl : 
vation of our Fault, and that which leaves us 
without Excuſe, or any Shadow of it. Lute xii. 

7. He that ſins againſt Conſcience, is tuned 
ebel to Heaven, his Guilt encreaſeth to the 
greateſt Bulk and Stature. 1 


2. That it be committed after Conſideration ; 3 
this makes it a deliberate Sin. It is poſſible, chat | 
a Man that is not ignorant, may yet be arrize, | 
and not have time to conſider. The moſt watch- 
fil Man is not always awake. The ſame Sin | 1 
may be in one a wz/ju/ Sin, which in another is 
but a Sin of [nfirmity. Not that God is a Re- 
fpecter of Perſons, but becauſe one Man fins 
againſt a clear Light, and upon Deliberation, when 
anather is ſurprized. So it is ſometimes, we de- 
bate the Matter, our Fleſh ſuggeſts and pleads, 


and ſo does our Conſcience, and we attend to ou. 
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Of wilful Sins. 21 


"If them. One lays before us the Law, the fatal 
gects of the Sin. The other tempts with Eaſe 
Ind Profit, and the pleaſant Fruit. In this Caſe 
e Sinner offends at the higheſt Rate; his Sin is 

p- Pilful in the very higheſt Degree of all. 


Nor are we to be excuſed from this higheſt Guilt 
in ſome Caſes where we do not, and are not able 
Actually to conſider. For if this Inability ſprings 
From ourſelves, and be of our own making, the 
Wiſe and the Guilt is ill the ſame. ' The Action 
hich in the ſpecial Inftance is involuntary, may 
pet be voluntary in the cauſe. We have a famous 
Story among the Jewiſh Writers to my preſent 
Purpoſe. < A certain King entertained {ome Jews, 
„ and endeavoured to debauch them: He preſſed 
them either to drink freely of his Wine, or to 
eat Swines Fleſh, or to commit Lewdneſs with 
„ Gentile Women. Upon Deliberation, they 
„ chole the former, but then under that Exceſs 
committed the other two, and were conſequent. 
i, ly guilty of all.” We are accountable for the 
Effects of our wilful Drunkenneſs and Rage. For 
though we conſider not, yet that 1s our Fault, and 
cannot therefore be our Excuſe. Again, where 
the Sin proceeds from an Habit of our own volun- 
; Ftary creating, or from our wilful Neglect of the 
Means of preſerving ourſelves, we are in theſe and 
ſuch Caſes chargeable with wilful Sin. 
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II. I conſider the Effect of theſe Sins as to the 
State of Grace, and the Favour of God. 


Z Theſe' Sins do certainly caſt Men into God's 
Disfavour, they wound and waſte the Conſcience, 
and ſhake our better State, and ſap cur well- 
grounded Hopes of Eternal Life, I heſe Sing 
1 Ae expoſe 


— — — 


* . 2 
2 — et — 4 
— 
—ͤ — — 
OW — — _ 


* — —ͤ— ee —auU—œ— — —ö 
—ü— — ——— : _ 


— —— — 
—.— — — 
. . 
— — — h_———————_— 
= — —— ns II ASICES 
——— — — : 


——— —— . a 
— 
— — — — 


— 


— 3 — .Zꝗäͤũ— ND 


kw 


————————— 


—— —— “Dj — ro 


22 O wilful Sins. J 
4 
expoſe Men to God's Wrath, and (if true Repen « 
tance do not prevent) conſign them to eterni 
Death. Theſe are not the Spots of God's Chil are 
as is manifeſt from 1 John iii. 4. vi. 9. Wheſoern 
is born of God, doth not commit Sin. Such a Ma 
belongs to another Kingdom. Ver. 8. He thi 
committeth Sin is of the Devil. If we compare thi 
Place with Chap. i. 8, 9. and Chap. ii 1, 2, iti 
plain that St. John ſpeaks of the wilful Sinne, 
which is ſaid to commit Sin, and to walk in Dar. 
ng; whereas the other places, Chap. iii. ſpeak c 
Sins of Weakneſs, of Surreption, and Surprize. And 
however the wilful Sinner may flatter himſelf, he 
is in a State of Damnation at preſent, in a Separa. 
tion from God, and in the broad Road that lead 
to eternal Death and Deſtruction. L 
This Sin ſpeaks a Contempt of God, and ol | 
his Laws, and greatly hazards our eternal Salva.“ 
tion. [fave fin wilfully, after that aue have receiv Þ 
ed the Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth 8 
more Sacrifice for Sins, but a certain fearful lool. 
ing for of Fudgment, and fiery Indignation, which} 
Shall devour the Adverſaries. Heb. x. 26. A Sin 
of this Size admitted of no Sacrifice under the 
Law of Moſes, but left Men obnoxious to Death, 
or the divine Exciſion. How much more ſhall he bi 
puniſhed, who hath trodden under Foot the Son «of 
God, and hath counted the Blood of the Covenant, 
ewherewith he was ſan#tified, an unholy Thing, and F. 
hath done Deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace? Tit)! 
Lord ſhall judge his People, And we ſhall find it 
a fearful Thing to fall into the Hands of the living © 
God. Of ſuch a Sinner the Words of St. James | 
are meant; Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Laau, II 
and yet offend in one Point, he is guiliy of all 
James ii. 10. The Reaſon is plain, viz. becauſe . 


%. 
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5 > contemns the Authority upon which the Whole 


nds. 
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Theſe Sins defeat the End of Chriſt's Appear- 
ce, the Virtue of his Blood, and Efficacy of his 


ti Itonement, 1 John iii. 8. till we turn to God 

e th a true Repentance, we are in a State of great 
it Hanger. I cannot ſay that we are without Hope, 

nner or will I ſuppoſe ſuch an Interciſion of our Juſti- 


Dar. ration, as infers God's reverſing his former Par- 
ak d Jon, and Acts of Grace, as to thoſe Sins which 
And Pere before repented of and forſaken. We have 
f, he Jo Reaſon to affirm ſuch Sinner without all Hope: 
ara Pod forbid. He does not preſently diſinherit 
ad Inch a Sinner. But if ſuch a Sinner die before 

Je repents, he dies in his Sins, and muſt lie down 
n everlaſting Burnings. 2 


For we have no Cauſe to believe that God does 
aſtify a Sinner all at once, as not only to forgive 


d off 

ceiv nn 

% What Sins are paſt and repented of, but alſo thoſe 

Jo. Fhich are to come. This would ſuppoſe a Sin 

hich forgiven before it is committed, and conſequently 
Pefore it is repented of. We may as reaſonably 
ſuppoſe a Sinner juſtified before he is born, as that 

Pis Sin is forgiven before it is committed. 


However we may perplex ourſelves in this mat- 
ger, yet it is a certain Truth, that our Sanctifi- 
Fation and Juſtification muſt run parallel together. 
When the Scripture ſays, that God does juſtify 
Ihe ungodly; the Word ungodly only denotes what 
heſe Men ſometimes had been, and not what they 
ire when God is ſaid to juſtify them. Elſe we 
Fvuſt ſuppoſe, that God would clear the Guilty. 
Ft Paul lets us know, that the Unrighteous foall 
Fot inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 4. v9 
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He reckons up thoſe who ſhall not, wis. Ferri 


fandtified, but ye are juſtified, &. We are G04 


Enemy to the Wicked and Obſtinate. And thok® 
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undo you, if you from your Hearts forgive not eve ; 


Favour of God, 


_ conſidered. Firſt, The Offence againſt God ia 


24 Of woilful Sins. 
tors, Idolaters, Adulterers, & C. He adds, and N : 
abere ſome of you ; but ye are waſhed, but ye o% 


Favourites, as long as we do his Will; and % 
Friends of Chriſt, as long as we obey Zine. Hel 
is no Change in God, nor are his Works a 
Counſels chargeable with ony ſuch thing. Tix 
Change is in us, by doing well or ill we chany 4 
our State, God changeth not. He is always ty 
ſame, pleaſed with the Holy and Penitent, and 4 


whom he owns whilſt they do well, he difſclaink 
when they wilfully offend him. God was wor 
when he ſpake of /rae/, to ſay, my People; br 
when they fell into Idolatry, he altered his Stile 
The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go, get thee down, fi 3 
thy People, which Thou broughteſi out of the Lan 
of Egypt, have corrupted them/elves, Exod. xxxii.'l 
And thus our Saviour, ſpeaking of thoſe wie | 
would not forgive their Brethren ; So /kervi/e /oa ſeal 
my heavenly Father (not yours any longer) 4% 4 


one his Brother their Treſpaſſes, Mat. xviii. 35. 
III. I proceed now to conſider the Org 0 
which lies upon us, on the Score of theſe wiltu 
Sins. I mean toward the procuring our Pardon 1 
and reſtoring us to the State of Grace, and to toe 


In this sin two Things are to be para | 


And, ſecondly, The Injury or Damage done uf 
our Neighbour, With reſpe& to the firſt, wel 
are obliged to Repentance. To the ſecond, wt 
Neft 
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ri eſtitution and Amends, and where there hath 
een an Enmity, to Reconciliation. Es 
002 1. We are obliged to Repentance, and have 


Feat Cauſe to bleſs God that we are admitted to 
Naeond Thoughts. That where we cannot pre- 
nd Innocence, our Repentance is accepted. This 
Ja Covenant of Grace and Mercy. Repentance 
g Remilſion of Sins is preached in Chriſt's Name, 


s i Me came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to 
nd 2 pentance. Luke xxiv. 47. This was the great 


Poctrine of Chriſt, of Joh» the Baptiſt, and of 
"Dc Apoſtles. This ſpeaks the Grace and Mercy 
the Goſpel ; we are not rigorouſly bound up 
our Guilts; but he that conf2/eth and for/aketh 
Sin, ſhall be pardoned. 5 


Lars Here I ſhall (1.) ſpeak ſomething in general of 


X11, 1 2 Nature of Repentance; and (2) ſhew what 
A nd of Repentance is required, in order to reſtore 
E He e wilful Sinner to God's Favour. 

5 of 


Firſt, I ſhall ſpeak ſomething in general of the 
ature of Repentance. I fear nothing 1s more 
mmon, and I am ſure nothing is more danger- 


s, than a Miſtake in this Matter. 


Fl 
1 
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gation 
wiltu | 
aro" It imports more than giving God good Words 
to ” d ourſelves evil; more than confeſſing our Sins, 

d great Sorrow upon the Account of them. 
das is ſaid to have repented. He was full of 
rrow and Remorſe : he confeſſed he had betraved 
Pocent Blood: he brought back the thirty Pieces 
one Wl 3z/ver, and returned them in the Temple; and 
ſt, wt, after all, he was e Son of Perdition, and 7? 
nd, ud been better that he had never been born, It 
it ution B _ 


aratel 
God. 
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grows, whether it be the Fault, or the Detection 
the Sin or the Puniſhment, that does produce it 
Perhaps we forrow, not becauſe we have beef 


Deſperation. It is not all Sorrow that is of a god 


Sin the greateſt of Evils, as in truth it is, and Ho 


ipiritual Things. 


*Fhoughts, /. lv. This is expreſſed at large 


Repentance muſt be juſtified by Works; we mui 


26 of wilful 8 Sins. 3 


is hard forhetimes to know whence our Sono 


wicked, but becauſe God is juſt, and our 100 
hath found us out. We know not alſo whither i 694 
will lead us, whether to a goodly Care, or * 


„ 


ſort, nor all Repentance that is to Salvation. 


| Repentance i imports two Things; 1 
1h, A Change of Mind or Principle. A tru 
Penitent judges and wills otherwiſe than he did 
His Soul bath a new Biaſs put upon it. He judge 


lineſs the greateſt Perfection of human Natur 
He values the Favour of God above all. we 
Defires and Bent of his * are after God an 


2d ly, A Change of Life, an after Care | 
to offend. He forſakes his Way as well as b 


the Prophet Ezekiel, chap. xviii, Our Faith ani 


bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance. Mat. iii. 
Judas was ſtifled with Sorrow, but far from Rel 
pentance. Faith and Repentance are empty Name, 
without good Works. The Devils believe ang 
tremble Alen ? 
Thus much of the general Nature of f Reper 
ance. 1 proceed, = n. 
Secondly, Fo ſhew what kind of Repentance In 
required toward the reſtoring the wilful Sinner 'B 
God's Favour, of 
1 


fits 
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ron 1. Our Repentance muſt be particular. A ge- 
don, Peral one will not ſerve. Where the Sin is known, 
ce ii muſt be particularly bewailed and cait out. It 
peel uſt be as it was with the Fexvs in ſearching for 
quit, eaven; they caſt away all which they found, and 


Plemuly execrated what they could not find. The 
ſalmiſt prays, Cleanſe thou me from my ſecret 
Faults : This is a general Confeſſion, and it is as 
"Much as the Caſe would bear. But of his wilful 
Pin, he makes a particular Confeſſion, Deliver me 
on Blood-guiltineſs, O God, Pſal. li. 14. St Paul 
id not only call himſelf the chief of Sinners, but 
Fonfeſleth his particular Sins, dig. that he was a 
Ferſecutor, a Blaſphemer, and injurious, 1 Tim. i. 


We Sacrifice without this would not make Atone- 
Ment. He Hall confeſs that be ferned in that thing, 
evit. v. 5. The Jeu, lay before us the Ferm 
f Words, which, by their Conſtitutions, the Sin- 
er was to uſe; into which he was obliged 
e 1 inſert his particular Sin. This they call 
as l Pon WHT 2 Formal Cunfelfon, without 


roe hich, and Repentance, they taught, the Sacrifice 
th an Pould not make an Atonement. And where the 


e mul 
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inner had been injurious to his gen 0 he 
as obliged to confeſs, as well as make Reſtitu- 
on. Numb. v. 6, 7. | 


2. Our Repentance muſt be very ſerious, and 
Fear ſome Proportion to our Sin. It muſt be ac- 
Fompanied with an inward Sorrow, Shame, and 
epen{MWain: © Peter denied his Lord, his Sin was wilful, 

c greatly aggravated. His Sin was not only 
ainſt Light and Knowledge, but after Warning, 
Ind his avowed Profeſſion of Conſtancy; it was 


ance 


nner Þ B 2 | Alter 


Ol 
1. 09 


3. 15. It was provided for in the Law of Moſes, 
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after many Favours and great Dignations ; he wall 


taken into the Apoltleſhip, and taken up into 30 q 


Mount upon Chriſt's 1'ransfiguration ; he wa} 
made from an ordinary Fiſherman to be a r;l 
, Men; his Wife's Mother had been reſtored by 

a Miracle; he had the Honour of ſeeing our Lordi 1 
Miracles, and hearing his Sermons; his Tempull ; 
tion was ſmall, he was charged by a filly Maid 


by mean and incompetent Witneſſes ; beſides, U 
perſiſted in his Sin, and increaſed it; he re pe ate 


his Sin, and to his Inconſtancy and Want G 


Truth, he added Curſing and Swearing. In 4 


Word, his Sin was complicated and heinous, an 


ſure bis Repentance was proportionate. The 4 4 


ſays, he wept bitterly. Quantum malum Chrij: 
neganda commiſerit, florando monſlravit. Aug. 


few Tears and a {mall Sorrow will not ſerve vl 


the Crime is ſo great. L 
5 Our Repentance muſt be attended with thay 
foriaking our Sin, St Peter, that denied his Lord 
did ſhew. the greateſt Conſtancy and Boldneſs ii 
terward, even under the greateſt Danger, as vi 
find in the A&s of the Apoſtles, This is to big 
ſaid of Repentance for wilful Sins. For Sins d 
Weakneſs, which, generally ſpeaking, are unavoid“ 
able, the Caſe is otherwiſe. But wilful Sins mil 
be forſaken, or elſe we cannot have che Grace if 


Benefit of Repentance. FE N 4 | 


4. Our Repentance muſt be ſpeedy, or elle ws 
cannot be ſafe. A wilful Sin gives our Souls 4 
mortal Wound. We never delay our Remediſ 
when this happens to our Bodies. Our Life 
uncertain, and as we always tread on the Bordety 
of Death, ſo in this Condition, we do on thy 

Bardery 


# 
Rn 
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orders of Hell. And were we ſure of Life, we 
nnot be ſure of the Grace of Repentance, if 
> delay it. We ſhall ſoon be hardened, and our 
anger increaſeth with our Delay. If Repent- 
ice be good and profitable, it will be beſt to 
e it preſently ; and if it were not, we need not 
repent at all. And it is much to be feared, 
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SECT. III. 


Proceed to conſider our Obligation where our 
wilful Sin is not only an Offence againſt God, 
but alſo a Wrong and Injury to our Neigh- 
ur. What are we to do in this Caſe in order to 
r Pardon ? 


at he that continues in fuch a Sin, will die in it 


ISCOURSE 


II. In this Caſe we are obliged to make Reſi- 
ion and Amends, This is no leſs neceſſary to- 
Wards our Pardon, than Repentance towards God. 
his is agreed among 3 Divines, We are obliged 


— 


robbed. Ezek. xxxiii. 15, Upon Zaccheus his d 


30 O Reſtilution. 1 
in Juſtice to do this; and if we are not willing 
we are in a State of Damnation. If he that bo 
rows and bargains, be bound to pay, and maß 
good his Contract; he that ſteals or detains wh 
is another's, muſt needs be bound. We find ti 
Repentance of a wicked Man deſcribed, 4% 7 
ing the Pledge, and giving again what he bu 


claring his Charity, and Purpoſe of ample Reſti:' 
tion, our Saviour ſaid to him, This Day is Sal 
tion come to thy Houſe, Luke xix. 8. 3 


He that is not willing to make Refſtitutio.# 
cannot be a Penitent. He is ſo far from it, ti 
he loves his Sin, when he hugs the Fruit of 1 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that he choſe the Sin il 
its own Sake at firſt, but for the Profit or Adv 
tage of it. He that detains what is another's, 
as unjuſt as he that ſteals, The greateſt Preten 
of Sorrow and Regret, without Reſtitution, vW 
avail us nothing, if it be in our Power to reſto 
Our Religion ſtrictly obligeth to this; To ren 
to every Man his due, Rom. xiii. 7, 8. It vi 
alſo provided for in the Law of Maſes, where i 
veral Rules are given in this Matter. Exod. 1 
1. Lewit. v. 16. and chap. vi. 5. Num. v. 6, 7. 
of which Variety it were not hard ta give a cl 
Account, were it ſo that it would not be too gn 
a Digreſſion in this place. In ſome Caſes ti 
Offender was obliged to reſtore ſeveral Fold: 
other Caſes to add a fifth Part, even where 
Fault was ignorantly committed; but in all Ca 
it was abſolutely neceſſary, and Confeſſion al 
Sacrifice could not procure Pardon without 
And where the injured Perſon was not to be foul 
that Law directs what is to be done, Num. . 
But of this Matter enough. 10 


I Of Reſtitution, 1 
vil f . 
it bo T ſhall, however, in this weighty Caſe, add ſore 
mat Rules for the better governing ourſelves, and that 


s whe z the following Particulars. 

e. That when I ſpeak of Reſtitution, and the 

de b eceſſity of it, I muſt be underſtood of all Inju- 

* 6: es whatſover. We may wrong our Brother ſe- 
Clit 3 


Feral Ways, and are obliged to make Reſtitution 
Salu all ſuch Caſes. He does not only wrong his 
Neighbour who robs him of his Money or other 
Poods, or defrauds him of his Bargain; who 
itutin rer. reacheth him in Contract, and detains his 
It, th Pues; not only he that wounds his Body, but 
t of e that leſſens his Fame, that grieves him with- 
Sin in ut a Cauſe, that robs him of his Innocence or 
Adu is Peace. Theſe laſt are ſo far from being no 
ag „ Nuries, that indeed they are the greateſt, though _ 
retende moſt common, and I fear the leaſt laid to 


Ng "Y acart. 

7 eſo | | 

[10G 2. We are not only chargeable with repairing 
. Wi 


he Wrong which we have done with our own 
and, but with that alſo which we were the firſt 
auſe of ; or that we have procured to be done, 
Ir which we have not, upon due notice, prevent- 
d: we are guilty when we procure others to- 
lo the Wrong, or do not hinder it when we 
an, and when we ought. He that hinders ano- 
her's Charity to a poor Man, by Fraud or any 
vil Art, is bound to make him Reſtitution. 
Again, We are chargeable with all that Wrong of 
hich we are the firſt and voluntary Cauſe. For 
hough the Conſequence were not deligned by 
us, yet if we were voluntary as the firſt Cauſe, 
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m. V. re are juſtly chargeable with the conſequent Mele 
| CNEL, 


N , Reſtitution. ; 
[f chief. He that ſets on fire his Neighbour's Stahl 
| of Corn, and it take hold of his Houle, is e 1 
able with the whole Damage, becauſe it was if 
| wilful Sin in the beginning, vi 


Will's 3. That in all theſe Caſes a Man is not oblige 1 
1000 beyond what he is able to do. My Meaning i bs 
I plwuainly this, that his future Happineſs does nl 
10 depend upon it, if he be otherwiſe a true Peu 


. 


| th tent. He is obliged always to do his utmoi*il 
1 _ and then his lincere Repentance will be af 4 
þ 10 1 eepted. i 
l | Fa 
[1 1! There are ſeveral Caſes in which a full ReſtY 


10% tution and Reparation of the Wrong is not "i 
10090 fible, 9. g. though a Man may be able to pay li 

With! | Debts, to reſtore the Pledge, and what he ha 
robbed; yet the Wrong by Murder and Unclea 
Il | neſs is not to be repaired in Specie, and it is tl 

li often next to impoſſible to repair the Wrong don 

0 by Slander. 4 


Again, the Perſon injured 3 is perhaps deceatell 
| or in a far Country, and it is uncertain whethg 
hae be dead or alive. And if dead, yet perhaps 
it Hath no Heirs or Relatives in Being, or none thi 
1 can fairly pretend a Right. 


If || or perhaps a Man hath lived in a continud 
| Courſe of Cheating in his Way of Trade, a 
| Traffiek. And then it is in great meaſure in 
(11/88 poſſible to know whom he hath wronged ; and i 

| 


that Caſe he is not able to make full and Ju 
Reſtitution. 


Or it may be, he that hath done the Wrong! 
28 * and utterly unable to make Amend) 


y 
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s happens frequently: For it is ſeldom that In- 
ice proſpers long. And yet it is hard to ſay, 
if ſuch a Man be a true Penitent, that yet 
Je is no Hope of Salvation left him. I add, 

ecore, e 


Stack 
large 
as 8 


bliga . That in all ſuch Caſes, a Man is till obliged 
ing 1 do his utmoſt, and to reſtore as far as he is able, 
* is the Nature of the Caſe will bear. And to ap- 
tmot it to the Caſes above named. | 


15 Ile that cannot reſtore the Man to Life whom 
hach killed, may yet be able to maintain his 
Reg Mnily, or to do as much towards it as the Dead 
it pol Wy be preſumed to have been able to do, had he 
ay M Living ; and ſo much he is obliged to do if 
e hal be able. He that cannot reſtore that Chaſtity 
| = Innocence which he hath robbed and violated, 


acleary is he obliged, if he be able, to make all other 


vey ends which the Caſe will bear He is bound to 
S ©" Wvide for the Growth of his F olly : and to marry 

caſe of fingle Fornication) and endowing the 
ks red Perſon, or making ſuch a pecuniary Re- 


yhethd npence as he can, and as will be accepted. He 
| t cannot call back his Slanders, may do ſome- 
Ms toward it. He may publickly confeſs his 
ne "Yule, beg Pardon of the injured Perſon, and ſpeak 
of him for the time to come, 


\oain, Where the Perſon is to be found, the 
ſtitution is to be made to that injured Perſon ; 


225 a deceaſed, to his Heir or next a-kin, as is di- 
— J ed by the Law of Moſes, Num. v. 6, 7. 

In caſe that cannot be done, we have no way 
Trong but to pay it to God; I mean, by beſtow- 
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| ing it in Works of Piety Or Mercy, to the Chi - 


a full Reftitution, may yet reaſonably hope, u 


_ + 5, That where a Man is able to make Re 


expect his Pardon. This is ſtrict Juſtice and 
of Moſes, who required not only a Sacrifice, i 


or to the Poor; for in this Caſe, to them it - 
longs who miniſter to God, or who are his Pl 
All ſuch Goods eſcheat to the Church or Pl 
who are God's Receivers of all thoſe Wefts a 
Strays that have no other Proprietor, For as 
our Law, ſuch things belong to the Lord; ul 
was provided by the Law of Meſes, Num. 1. 
And the Nature of the Thing requires, that vi 
ſhould be, that theſe Things ſhould revert to G 
the great and chief Lord of Heaven and Earti,M 
Works of Piety and Charity. 
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Laſtly, in the fourth Caſe, no more is toi 
ſaid than this, that he who is not able to nl 


His ſincere Repentance, to be accepted, provi 
Hrft, that he do what he can at prefent ; and iſ 
the preſerves in himſelf a full Purpoſe of making 
entire Reſtitution, if God ſhould be pleaſed evi 
enable him ſo to do. | —_— 


tution, he muſt take Care that it bear Propon 
to the Wrong he hath done, or elſe he can 


Aiſpenſible. This was provided for under the L 


a fifth Part to be added to the Principal, 
v. 7. And that, 1 ſuppoſe, becauſe the inj! 
Perſon was grieved as well as injured. We 
to confider our Neighbour's Wrong to the full « 
tent, beth the Lucram ceſſuns, and the Dam 
emergens; the Advantage which might have ri 
as well as the Damage ſuſtained. - And this 
alſo conſidered in another Law of 1 

hy 


Axl. 19, 
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The Son or the Heir is not obliged to make 
nds for all the Wrongs that his Father, or the 
tor hath done. For where the Fault was a 
nal Act only, and did not increaſe his Fate, 
y way Tous he it, there can be no reaſon that 
cir ſhould be-chargeable with it. The Caſe is 
otherwiſe where the Eſtate is enjoyed by the 
which was-gotten or encreaſed by Robbery, 
eſſion, Sacrilege, or any other indirect Means. 
e it deſcends cum ſuo onere, with its Burden 
Incumbrance, not to ſay with its Curſe upon 
it be not relieved by Reſtitution, 


1e Chu 
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is to Where the injured Perſon does accept of ſuch 


to nds as we are able to make, though it do not 
pe, uf Proportion to the Wrong. ws have done, yet 
provi hre diſcharged. For the Injured have Power 
and mit in part or in whole, and then there is no 


nakingWy done to him that is willing. 
ed eve | | | 
Itter all, when our Caſe is ſtill more nice and 


Nexed, we ſhall do well to adviſe with our ſpi- 


ke RAW! Guides. 

roport | OED 
1e canfWnd becauſe the moſt righteous Man, and the 

> and WF careful, may yet unwittingly do Wrong to his 


pnbour,' we ſhall:do well to hallow and ſeaſon 
ifice, Wealth by plentiful Almsgiving, and return 
al, Me Poor, what we may poſſibly have been 
e injuß in. The Jeaus had a Treipaſs- Offering, 
We h they called Aham Jalui, i. e. a Suſpence- 
ig, viz. when they doubted whether they 
treſpaſſed or not ; in that Caſe, for greater Se- 
y, they brought this Offering. And we find 
making his Oblations for his Sons, who had 
* 5 | been 
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| 
[| | — Job i. 5 
| | 


ICE 


| 
| | | for Fob ſaid, it may be that my Sons have fn | 
[| | and curſed God in their Hearts. Thus aid Job $i 


Me; 
. 
Bi 


1 been feaſting, in which we too often tranſl 


| TI add, that where our Injuries have begol bs 
Mliſunderſtanding and Enmity ; in order to 
WIN || reſtoring ourſelves to God's Favour, we mul : 
Willd! reconciled to our Brother, we muſt forgive af a 7 
[110088 would be forgiven, and /eek Peace and enſue it y 
| - 


